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POLICE — NEWMAN REMEMBRANCE CEREMONY 
Statement by Minister for Police 

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Police) [12.03 pm]: This weekend just passed, I travelled to the 
Pilbara to attend the Newman police remembrance ceremony marking the twentieth anniversary of the tragic loss of 
four Western Australia Police Force officers who were killed in a plane crash on Australia Day, 26 January, 2001. 
I would like to acknowledge the member for Pilbara, Hon Kevin Michel, MLA, as well as Deputy Commissioner 
Gary Dreibergs and Deputy Commissioner Darryl Gaunt, who were also in attendance. 
On that day in 2001, Senior Constable Donald Everett 4600, Senior Constable Philip Ruland 7877, First Class 
Constable David Dewar 9178 and Constable Gavin Capes 10305 were on a return flight to Newman after attending 
an incident at the small community of Kiwirrkurra, approximately 130 kilometres from the Northern Territory border, 
when their aircraft, Polair 64, crashed 2.6 kilometres south-east of Newman Airport. The impact of this tragedy 
upon families, friends, the WA Police Force and the Newman community continues to be profound. 
In response to the tragedy, the Newman community and the WA Police Force, in particular the local Newman police 
staff, established and continue to deliver the Bloody Slow Cup, which is an annual fundraising event in support of 
Western Australian Police Legacy and the wonderful work it does in providing support to the families of our police 
officers who are impacted most of all by the loss of their loved ones in the service of protecting Western Australians. 
The Bloody Slow Cup incorporates a number of sporting events, including golf, netball, cricket, touch rugby and 
soccer, that are held over three days and brings people together with an inspiring community spirit. The final event 
held on the Saturday night is the rugby match between the Australian and New Zealand teams, with the victor awarded 
the Bloody Slow Cup. 
The quality of the match and the spirit of the players was truly inspirational to watch, and although our Australian 
team was victorious, with an outcome of 29–0, I want to acknowledge the New Zealand team for making our boys 
earn every yard and try; we would expect nothing less from our Kiwi friends. For a small town, the atmosphere, 
participation and sense of community are something I have not seen rivalled, and I commend the people of Newman 
and all who travelled and participated in support of the event. 
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